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ABSTRACT

Bulgaria embraced Christianity under the rule of Tsar Boris
I in AD 864. Since then, Bulgaria has survived both Muslim rule
and the staunch atheism of Communist control.

In November 1989, Bulgaria was liberated from the Communist
control of the Soviet Union which brought unprecedented religious
freedom for three years until the Communist party came back to
power in 1993. Once again, a new persecution toward the
Evangelicals in general, and Pentecostals in particular, by the
State was revisited.

In the midst of this climate, there is perceived to be a
great deficiency in the development of Christian leaders for the
discipling ministry of nationals in Bulgaria. In response to
this, ORA Missions Training Centers (OMTCs) have been
implementing indigenous discipleship training methods to equip
lay leaders for planting contextualized churches among their own
unreached peoples.

Two Biblical principles are in operation through the
Bulgarian OMTC: (1) indigenous training principle, whereby
Western teachers equip Bulgarian trainees to equip Bulgarian lay
leaders, and (2) the principle of contextualization, whereby the

equipped Bulgarian leaders train lay leaders to plant



contextualized churches. Premised on these two principles, four
essential leadership qualities have become the focus of the oMTC
training: character building, practical application,
multiplication and faithfulness to the Great Commission.

This study attempts to prove that the indigenous
discipleship training concept of the OMTC is an effective model
for developing and equipping national leaders in the politically,
economically, socially and spiritually complex, and rapidly
changing society of Bulgaria.

The descriptive case study method was chosen for this study.
The objective of the study is to investigate the OMTC’s ongoing
indigenous training method and its impact on the Evangelical-
Pentecostal churches of Bulgaria. The substantive focus of this
study is to examine the fruit of the OMTC training by its direct
impact on the leadership of the churches.

Primary data collection techniques will include in-depth,
tape-recorded interviews and interview questions. The feedback
of Bulgarian OMTC teachers, students and graduate students will
be integrated to compare to the primary issues which are the two

principles of the OMTC.
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Chapter I
INTRODUCTION

Since June 1991, I have been visiting Bulgaria two to three
times a year to conduct discipleship seminars, leadership
training, crusades, conferences, and to establish ORA (Operation
Reach All) Missions Training Centers (OMTCs). My latest trip to
Bulgaria was from January 27 to February 10, 1997. During this
trip, I witnessed massive pro-democratic demonstrations
throughout the main cities of Bulgaria and the final victory of
the democratic movement over the Communist Parliament on February
4, 1997.

My main mission in Bulgaria over the past five years has
been to establish OMTCs. The OMTC is a one-year intensive
discipleship/missions training school. Since the establishment
of the first two OMTCs in the cities of Pleven and Plovdiv in
September 1992, 200 students have graduated and 69 churches have
been planted by the graduates thus far. Also, these graduates
have established six more OMTCs throughout Bulgaria which brings
the current Bulgarian OMTC count to eight. 1In addition to this,
five more OMTCs are scheduled to open in September 1997.

This case study is based on the writer’'s personal experience
of training and equipping indigenous Bulgarian leaders to

establish OMTCs with the mission of evangelizing their unreached
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people and planting contextualized churches throughout Bulgaria,
which the writer has done since June 1991.

The purpose of this study is to examine how effective the
indigenous discipleship training method (IDTM) of the OMTC has
been for the Evangelical-Pentecostal churches of Bulgaria in
planting contextualized churches among unreached peoples of that
country.

The descriptive case study method has been selected to
provide important evidence of the benefit of utilizing the
indigenous discipleship training method for the training and
equipping of Bulgarians to plant contextualized churches.
Primary data collected by the writer, which includes interviews
with pastors, teachers, and leaders of the Evangelical-
Pentecostal churches, and interviews conducted with Bulgarian
OMTC alumni and students, have been incorporated into the case
study to support the primary issues.

The primary issues direct the study and findings of the
case. The case study will begin with a brief discussion of
Bulgaria from the fall of the Communist Regime in 1989 to the
recent resignation of the Communist Parliament members, who were
reelected in 1993, after weeks of massive pro-democratic
demonstrations. Also, a brief history of Christianity in

Bulgaria will be examined.
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Organization of the Study

This case study is organized into five chapters. The case
study will identify the importance of indigenous discipleship
training methods to plant contextualized churches among the
unreached peoples in Bulgaria.

Chapter I introduces the overall focus of the case study.
This chapter will also describe a brief history of Christianity
in Bulgaria, the background of the study, the method of research,
the definitions of the terms for the primary issues, rationale
for the case study, the scope of the study, and the delimitations
of the study.

The biblical basis and related literature review will
strengthen this paper’s position in Chapter II. 1In Chapter III
the detailed concepts of the indigenous discipleship training
method, the inception of ORA Missions Training Center, the
effectiveness of the IDTM, and the examples of unsuccessful
indigenous discipleship training missions in Bulgaria will be
examined. Chapter IV will cover the OMTCs under study, the
location of the OMTCs, the analysis of the primary issues, the
research procedures, and data analysis of this study. Chapter V
of the case study will summarize and interpret the findings,
primary issues, purpose and questions of the study to conclude

whether or not the study’s primary aims were accomplished.
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Recommendations and assessments of the study will be discussed
and suggestions for future case studies will be offered.

All scripture quotations in this study are taken from the
New King James Version of the Bible, unless otherwise stated.

A _Brief History of Chrigtianity in Bulgaria

The purpose of this section is to provide a brief historical
background of Christianity in Bulgaria for readers who have very
limited knowledge about this country.

The conversion of the Bulgarian people to Christianity
during the reign of Knyaz Boris I (AD 852-889) and the
establishment of an independent Bulgarian Church contributed to
the life of the Bulgarian state and society in an extremely
important way.! A unifying faith in Christianity nullified the
religious differences existing between the Proto-Bulgarians? and
the Slavs. Through this unity of faith, the process of building
a unified Bulgarian nationality with Slav characteristics was

accelerated.?

' vassil Gyuzelev, Ihe Adoption of Chrigtianity in Bulgaria (Sofia:

Sofia Press, 1976) 79.
? original people who lived in the regions of land north of the
Caucasus--the regions neighboring the Sea of Azov, the Caspian Sea and the

northern Black Sea coast.

3 Gyuzelev 79.
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In addition to this, the Slavic alphabet was created by the
brothers Cyril and Methodius in 863 for translation of the Bible
and other Slavic religious literature which aided in the spread
of Christianity.*

However, Knyaz Boris I’'s decision to accept Christianity
from the Church of Constantinople created disputes between
Eastern and Western churches. The Ecumenical Council, which
convened in Constantinople in 870, settled the dispute: the new
Christian state of Bulgaria was to have its own independent
church, headed by an Archbishop, under the authority of the
Byzantine Patriarch.S

An important consequence of the adoption of Christianity
from the Church of Constantinople was the strengthening of
Byzantine influence in Bulgaria. New legislation, patterned
after that of Byzantium, was introduced and Byzantine literature
began to spread throughout the country.® Eventually, the

Bulgarian kingdom was conquered by the Byzantine Emperor John

% Gyuzelev 66.

® Nikolai Todorov, Lyubomir Dinev, and Lyuben Melnishki, Bulgaria:
i i ine, trans. Marguerite Alexieva and Zora
Takova, ed. Maria Rankova (Sofia: Sofia Press, 1968) 27.

° D. Kossev, H. Hristov, and D. Angelov, A_Short History of Bulgaria,
trans. Marguerite Alexieva and Nicolai Koledarov (Sofia: Foreign Language
Press, 1963) 38.
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Tzimisces in AD 971.” The period of Byzantine domination was one
of the most difficult historically for the Bulgarian people and
the Byzantine Church was one of the worst oppressors of the
Bulgarian population. The Archbishop of Ohrid, the high
Byzantine clergy, owned whole villages together with their
inhabitants and acquired large estates in Bulgaria. The Church
became a tool for Byzantine autocracy to assimilate the Bulgarian
people.® After Tsar Ivan Alexander gained a decisive victory
over the Byzantines in 1332, the Bulgarian Church found a new
freedom expressing its influence in religious paintings, books,
missals, theological works, etc.?®

But this freedom was short-lived. The beginning of the 14th
century marked the seizing of land by the Ottoman Turks. 1In 1352
the Turks moved into the Balkan Peninsula. They advanced toward
Thrace, capturing all the key towns and fortresses on their way.
Tsar Ivan Alexander resisted, but to no avail. Finally, the
Turkish armies advanced and captured the capital city of Sofia in

1382.10

7 D. Kossev 59.

8 D. KRossev 63.

® Todorov 70-4.

10 gristo Hristov, A_Hia;g;z_gﬁ_aulga;ia, trans. Stefan Kostov (Sofia:

Sofia Press, 1985) 61.
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Without any direct link to the free Christian states, the
Bulgarian people, who were at the very center of Turkish
occupation, proved to be in the worst situation of all peoples
conquered by the Ottomans. The oppressive Turkish domination
over the Bulgarian people, which lasted for nearly five centuries
under a strong Islamic yoke, delayed the historical development
of Bulgaria for centuries and deeply wounded the soul of the
people.* During the Turkish reign cver Bulgaria, they directed
their principal attacks toward the Orthodox-Christian faith of
the subjugated population and tried to assimilate them. It was
only through the firm abiding of the Bulgarian people in the
faith of their ancestors that helped them to preserve their
nationality.?

After suffering under Turkish rule for almost 500 years, the
Bulgarians were liberated by the Russian army which crossed the
Danube from Walachia, and forced the Turks to sign the Treaty of
San Stefano. This treaty established Bulgaria’s boundaries to

include present-day northern and southern Bulgaria and most of

1 vassil A. Vassilev, Bulgaxia-13 Centuries of Existence, trans.

Zhechka Georgieva (Sofia: Sofia Press, 1979) 70.

12 peter Stoyanov, ed., iqj i .
of Bulgaria (Sofia: Synodal Publishing House, 1975) 26.
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Macedonia.*® The construction of the new Bulgarian state was
built with the help of the Provisional Russian Administration.
In that same year, Bulgaria became a constitutional monarchy,
which was imposed upon the Bulgarian people by the Treaty of
Berlin in 1878.% After Bulgaria went through the Balkan Wars,
World War I and World War II, Kimon Georgiev declared the
establishment of People’s Democratic Power on September 9, 1944.
This marked the first day of socialist revolution in Bulgaria
which lasted until 1989.15

The Protestant mission in Bulgaria had its beginning in the
1860s. The first Protestant missionaries stemmed from the
Congregational Church and the Methodist Church of America. The
Congregational Church missionaries made an impact on Bulgarian
history by translating the Bible into Bulgarian in 1871. The
Baptist movement in Bulgaria dates from 187S and the Pentecostals
penetrated Bulgaria in 1921. The first Pentecostals to come to
Bulgaria were a group of Russians who, on their way from America
to the Soviet Union, stopped in the Bulgarian city of Bourgan.

There they founded a Pentecostal society.

1 pimiter Markovski, Bulgaria: A Brief Historical outline (Sofia: Sofia

Press, 1989) 48.
4 Markovski 50.

5 Markovski 65.






