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approximate pronounciation in the Latinic alphabet. Letters
which exist in the alphabets of the above mentioned
languages but are not found in the English alphabet have
been transliterated by means of combining consonants which
would, if read together approximate the native sounds. The
vowels, a, e, 1, o, and u are pronounced in the continental
manner, i.e. similar to the way in which the Gefmans pro-
nounce them. Most of the consonants are pronounced the way
they are in English with the following exceptionms:

. (cyrilic) or % (latinic) is transcribed a zh and pro-
nounced as s in measure. .

j (in both cyrilic and latinic) is transcribed as y and
‘ pronounced as y in yellow.

% (cyrilic)or 1j (latinic) is tramscribed as 1i which
approximates the soft English 1 as in million.

¥ (cyrilic)or nj (latinic) is transcribed as nj which
approximates the soft English n as in numerous or

new.

p (cyrilic)or r (latinic) is transcribed as r but is trilled
in pronounciation.
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(cyrilic) or . . ¢ (latinic) is transcribed as ¢ and is
pronounced as palatalized t or soft ch.

(eyrilic) or h (latinic) is transcribed as h but is pro-
nounced like the German guttural ch, like in ich.

(cyrilic) or ¢ (latinic) is transcribed as ts.
(cyrii:l.c) is transcribed as sht.
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(cyrilic) is transcribed sometimes as u like in but, and
sometimes or o 1like in often.

(cyrilic) 1is transcribed as ya as in yard.

10 (cyrilic) is transcribed as yu as in yule.



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A, The Problem of the Dissertation

The purpose of this dissertation is to examine the his=-
tory of the Congregational and Methodist Churches in Bulgaria
and Yugoslavia., As such this work is a historical study of
a part of the Christian Church which a noted German Church

historian defined as:

the religious fellowship of thosé who acknowledge
Jesus, which for the purposes of its legal exist-
ence in the world, as well as for its religious
self-attestation, expression, self-assertion, and
the achievement of its end in the same, develops
forms of constitution and government, clearly de-
fined forms of the religious life, and the forms
for the confirmation of morality, and for the
regulation of doctrine and education, and thus
produces institutions, assumes the character of
institutional. '

The task of the historian is to describe the origin,
rise, and developwent of certain phenomena of human experi-
ence, The development of the Christian Church has had a vast
influence on world history., Although it could not of course

be said that every group of Christians and in every land has

lyilhelm Moeller, History of the Christian Church:
A,D, 1-600, trans. Andrew Rutherfurd (London: George

Allen & Co., Ltd., 1912), p. 1,

1



left a significant imprint, the effort and influences of any
branch of the Church deserves the attention of the historian.

If it is not to be distorted, the history of
Christianity must include all the varieties of
the faith, It musc embrace not only those forms
which have had a wide following, but also minor-
ity groups. It must mention not merely the nu-
merous churches and movements which are features
of the current scene in whatever part of the
world they are found, but in addition those off—
shoots of Christianity which have disappeared.

The purﬁose of this dissertation is to describe the
course of missionary endeavors of two Anglo-Saxon Protestant
denominations, the Congregationalist and Methodist Churches
in two South‘SIavic Balkan countries, Buléaria and Yugoslavia,
An attempt will be made to presént an iﬁteliigible account of

- the origin, development and present conditions of these move-

ments against the background of the general history of these
regidns. A certain amount oflinterpretationuié inevitable
but will be minimized, Fitting this subject into larger his-
torical perspective is the task of othei historians far;her
remo;édlﬁﬁan the:wxlter of this disseftééion from thé events
described in it,. The most useful contribution of this dis-
sertation may be presumed to lie in the collection and selec-
tion of relevgnt data and the formation of a factual histori-
cal narrative. This in itself inevitably involves interpre-
taﬁion, but at its unavoidéble mihimum.

1Renneth Scott Latourette, A History of c%?,g:m ity,
(New York: Harper & Brothers, Publishers, 1953), p. xvi.



The mission and trénsPlantation of Congregational and
Methodist church polities and teachings on the part of mis-
sionaries are viewed here primarily in terms of the reciprocal
process of assimilation. These efforts toward indigenization
were met by adverse conditions. The work of the Methodist
and Congregational missions, their successes and failures,

_ their adjustments to'the national, political, economic, social,
cultural, and religious circumstances in Bulgaria and Yugo-
slavia, their developments as units of their respective de-
nominations and their participation in the ecumenical quest
will be the main concern of the dissertation, but because of

its scope some of these aspects will be rather hinted at than
fully developed. The major concerns of this dissertation are

to present a fairly complete narrative of the evangelistic

activities of these two denominations in Bulgaria and Yugo-
slavia from the beginning to the present and to relate them
to the environmental and historical factors of greatest in-

fluence on their development.

In order to make the historical narrative intelligible
and illuminating the basic terms must be defined. - The words
Protestant and evangelical are usually being used as synonyms
to designate all those who adhere to the basic teachings of
the sixteenth and seventeenth century reformers belonging to

any denomination which is not a part of the Roman Catholic






